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Introduction 

Ambit 

The period covered by this work is from the first handstamps to the present. The earliest strike known to us is of the Large 
Crowned Octagonal Office Stamp of Perth, Type PA PO la, dated 23 April 1833. Each instalment will include the latest in­
formation to hand at the time of compilation which will be indicated on each sheet as a month and a year; thus 12/84 in­
dicates compilation in December 1984. 

We have included all the handstamps from the pre-adhesive period, all obliterators and, in general, all those markings 
which include an office name. Note however, that offices possessing a postmarking machine will only be indicated in the 
text and readers should refer to the relevant monographs on the Machine Date Cases for full illustrations and details of 
usage .• In order to keep the whole project within manageable bounds it has been decided to exclude some other well defin­
ed areas. Commemorative, Pictorial and First Day of Issue markings and the Naval, Military, and Air Force Post Offices 
and their markings will be treated as separate monographs for example. Office Seals will only be listed for the few offices 
known to have used them on postage stamps but it should be borne in mind that all offices had a seal until the system was 

) discontinued in 1961 and further usage on postage stamps could come to light. 

) 

In general terms, from the 1890s onwards, only those markings found on postage stamps will be illustrated. Markings with 
the potential to be found on postage stamps will be noted in the text. Examples of abnormal or inadvertent usage on 
postage stamps will be illustrated and noted in the text. Postage stamps in this context include postage dues and impressed 
stamps on postal stationery. 

A number of strikes of cds not yet seen on postage stamps have been obtained from Australia Post Archives and some Post 
Offices. These are designated in the text as 'archival strikes' and, as they should eventually be found on postage stamps, 
they will be illustrated. Most of those with dates in the 1970s were obtained on the date shown. 

The earliest and latest dates shown in the text are those known or reported to us. Many of these will undoubtedly be ex­
tended and we would appreciate any such information so that revised dates can be issued from time to time. It should be 
remembered that many cds from current offices are still in use even though we show a latest date that is not current. It 
should also be borne in mind that there is sometimes such a long gap between the opening date of an office and the earliest 
recorded strike for that office that there may be an earlier mark as yet unknown. 

All strikes are in black unless otherwise noted. In certain periods, colours other than black were required by regulation, 
such as the instruction for PAID to be struck in red in the 1835 Regulations. At other times, certain offices used a colour 
other than black for defined periods for various reasons. Other coloured strikes seem to be the result of whatever stamp 
pad was to hand on which particular counter. A detailed treatment of colours is beyond the scope of this work but we will 

. indicate coloured strikes in the text. Coloured strikes in the Colonial Period were dealt with in some detail in Juhl (1983) to 
which the reader is referred . 

• Arnold Creaser Western Australia:The Machine Date Cases to 1983, Part 1, Offices other than Perth, Western Australia 
Study Group, Perth, 1984. 

Arnold Creaser Western Australia:The Machine Date Cases to 1983, Part 2, Perth G.P.O. and Central Mail Exchange, 
Western Australia Study Group, Perth, 1985. Forthcoming. 

Background 

This work is based on original research carried out by George Owen. In the late 1950s, the Director of Posts and 
Telegraphs in Perth arranged to have the manuscript typed and a few copies were distributed to various archives. The two 
volumes were, 

(a) George E.Owen, 'The Post, Telegraph and Telephone Offices of West em Australia:An Alphabetical List:, The Author, 
Perth, 1958. 6 copies. 

( (b) George E.Owen, 'A History of the Colonial Post Office: Western Australia, 1829-1901:, The Author, Perth, 1959. 7 
12184 copies. 
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Copies were distributed to, 

a and b The Director General of Posts and Telegraphs, Melbourne, Victoria. 
a and b The Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Perth, Western Australia. 
a and b The General Post Office, Perth, Western Australia. 
a and b The State Archivist, Perth, Western Australia. 
a John Gartner Esq., F.R.P.S.L., Melbourne. (Presented later). 

b The Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria. 
b The Royal Philatelic Society, London. 

Volume (b) was revised in 1962 with the title, 'The Postal History of the Colony of Western Australia, 1829-1901, and the 
Postmarks used in the Colony/State prior to the Introduction of Commonwealth Postage Stamps in 1913.'. A typed version is 
in Battye Library. 

In 1976 another member of the Western Australia Study Group, John Dzelme, published a listing of the Post Offices and their 
markings to that date. 

John Dzelme, Place and Date Stamps of Western Australia with Rarity Guide, The Author, Perth, 1976. 

In 1979 the Study Group published, 

Margaret Hamilton and Brian Pope (eds), Western Australia:The Stamps and Postal History:A Guide to its Philately. 
The Western Australia Study Group, Perth, 1979. 

In 1983 the Colonial Postmarks were covered by, 

Mogens Juhl, F.R.P.S.L. Postage Stamps and Postal History of Western Australia, Volume ID, The Colonial 
Postmarks,1829-1901. Svemo Trading, Sydney, 1983. 

This work was reviewed in depth in Black Swan March 1984 to which the reader is referred for discussion of some conten­
tious points. 

Another work appeared in 1983 which had considerable relevance for Western Australia in the Commonwealth Period. 

R.Tobin Postmarks of New South Wales, Part One, A History of Post Office Date-stamps Richard C.Peck, 
Sydney, 1983. 

f 

The present work incorporates subsequent research by George Owen, John Dzelme and other members of the Study Group. 
Arnold Creaser in particular has been a major force in the collection and study of contemporary material and his collection of 
Postal Markings forms the basis of this new and fully illustrated listing. Many members of the Study Group have contributed ) 
and each instalment has been circulated in draft form and thus represents the current situation. Nevertheless we do not have a 
monopoly on Western Australian postal markings and there are undoubtedly strikes and dates that have eluded us. We would 
be most grateful for any information that will extend the range and usefulness of this illustrated listing. 

Nomenclature 

In general we have used the system adopted in Western Australia (1979). Dzelme (1976) and Juhl (1983) used alternative 
systems and for the benefit of those who may be using them, we include them in the Type Listing in brackets. 

mustralions 

These are either photocopies of actual strikes, tracings or a combination of both. Some may have been reconstructed from a 
number of poor or part strikes. Most have been touched up to give acceptable clarity. Minor variations in the shape of letters. 
thickness of lines and missing stops are to be expected and do not indicate a different instrument. Measurements are rounded 
up or down to the nearest whole millimetre. Fractional measurements will only be given where necessary. 

VI 

Brian Pope. Co-ordinator. 
Perth, December 1984 
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THE HANDSTAMPS and THEIR MAKERS 

Postal handstamps appeared less than four years after the inception of the postal system in Western Australia . Although 
our knowledge of these early handstamps and their makers is still meagre, it is expanding all the time. This is, of course, 
just as it should be! 

The first formal white settlement on the western side of the continent, and hence the eventual need for postal hand­
stamps, owed a lot to French and British convicts. I A party from New South Wales, despatched by Governor Darling 
acting under instructions from London , landed at King George Sound in the last days of 1826. The new settlement 
was proclaimed officially on 21 January 1827 and named Frederickstown. This name however, was rarely used and 
no handstamp so inscribed is known. King George Sound, or just 'the Sound '. remained the popular name for many 
years after Frederickstown was officially renamed Albany in January 1832. 2 

Isaac Scott Nind. "The Settlement King George's Sound 1829" 
Courtesy Art Gallery of Western Australia 
Barbara Chapman, The Colonial Eye. No 31 
Commissariat in left foreground 

A search of some early despatches from the Sound, in the Mitchell Library, Sydney, failed to uncover any postal mark­
ings at all. It would be surprising if a thorough inspection of this material revealed markings other than in manuscript 
as there was really no need for handstamps in such a small outpost of New South Wales. Most, if not all, of whatever 
mail was sent, went to or via Sydney and if any was despatched elsewhere by private hand it would bear markings 
of wherever it was first landed . In any case, New South Wales retained administrative control of the Sound until 7 
March 1831 and therefore any outward mail up to that time belonged administratively to New South Wales and not 
to Western Australia. ] 

I Marchant, L.R. , France Australe. Perth:Artlook Books , 1982. Chapter 8. Despatches, Bathurst to Darling, No 16, 
No 17 and Private, 1 March 1826, and No 22, 11 March 1826. in Historical Records of Australia Series 1, Volume XII. 

2 Garden , D.S., Albany. Melbourne: Thomas Nelson , 1977, p 39. 
3 Garden, Albany. p 36. 
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Some time after the Sound was sett led. the British Government decided to permit the establi shment of a colony <.11 th~ \ 
Swan River. so named because of the numerous black swans found there by the Vlaming Expedition in January 1697. J 
A charming scene was sketched at the time and was later published in several slightly differing I?ngra\'ings. Th is OIlL' 

appeared in Prt!vosf s HislOires Gellerate des Voyages. 

. I ~ I 
!~:_ LLL_!.'~~ .I ; ,.! 

. . 1 

: I 

Captain C.H.Fremantle in H.M.S. Challenger was despatched from the Cape and reached Garden Island on 25 April 
1829. A formal declaration of sovereignty was made on 2 May. Captain James Stirling, who had been appoin ted Lieu­
tenant Governor, arrived off Rottnest Island in the Parmelia on I June. On 18 June " His Majesty's Settlement in Vv'estern 
Australia " was formally proclaimed. 4 

Two townsites were laid out, Fremantle, at the mouth of the Swan River, and Perth , some 20km upstream. As practi­
cally the ent ire population was concentrated in the two towns there was little need for a forma l postal system with 
or without handstamps, and indeed there was no mention of postal matters at all in the instructions given to Stirling 
in London. 5 

4 The Proclamation is reproduced in Battye, 1.S. , Western Australia. Perth:LlWA Press, 1978. p 456. 
5 Battye, Westem Australia, p 454. 
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This state of affairs changed in September 1829 when the SI Leollard under Captain Rutherford sailed for Mauritius 
with mail for England. Rutherford decided to stay at Mauritius and the mail from the Swan River Colony was taken 
on to England by Captain Kellock of the Dryade . She arrived at Dover on 26 January 1830. 6 [The departure of this 
mail from the Colony raised the need for some form of official postal service and a set of "Postal Regulations ' was 
duly issued by the Colonial Secretary on 4 December 1829. The Deputy Harbour Master at Fremantle. Capta in Daniel 
Scon, was advised on the same day tha~ he was to temporarily" ... take in hand the Receipts and Transmissions .. ·- 7 

There was no mention of any postal marking in these regulations or in the letter to Scan. 

Captain Daniel Scott 

Illustration by courtesy of Battye Library 

The regulations were amplified in the set of " Port Regulations" issued on 31 December and in the " Instructions for 
the Harbour Master 's Department" issued on 1 January 1830. • There was still no mention of any postal markings 
but by this time the Colony clearly had a postal system in operation. This letter, written 6 March 1830, shows that 
manuscript rating markings were in use. The rate was twopence. 

6 Appleyard, R.T. and Manford, T. , The Beginning. Perth: UWA Press, 1979. p 169. 
7 Battye Library (BLl CSF lb. 
8 BL CSF lb . 
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Photograph: Western Australian Museum Illustrated by courtesy of Lionel Samson (1829) Pty Ltd. 

In March 1830 the Deputy Harbour Master had to leave Fremantle to investigate the wreck of the Cumberland near 
Cape Hamelin on the south west coast. 9 Scott's absence, together with the increasing importance of Perth as the ad­
ministrative centre, led to his being replaced by separate postmasters at Perth and Fremantle on 4 May 1830. James 
Purkis, the Government Storekeeper, was engaged at Perth, and Lionel Samson, a merchant, at Frem~ntle. The ap­
pointments were for a period of onc year. 10 A few days later, on 9 May 1830, a revised set of regulations was is­
sued and here, for the first time, postal markings were specifically mentioned. Clause 3 stated that "Masters of Ships 
about to sail are prohibited from receiving letters on board not stamped with the Post Office Stamp". 11 This "Post 
Office Stamp" has not been identified. Everhopeful, we leave a space for it! 

James Purkis at Perth resigned in May 1831 and was replaced by the Government Messenger, Thomas Blakey, on 
26 June. " None of these early appointments were really viable, and Blakey, in Perth, resigned on 17 February 1832 
followed by Samson in Fremantle, on 19 February. Il Charles Macfaull replaced Samson at Fremantle as from I 
March but no appointment was made in Perth and Macfaull retained an agent there. 14 Macfaull himself moved to 
Perth in early November 1832, and appointed James Solomon as Postmaster at Fremantle on 18 December 1832. He 
dismissed Solomon on 14 February 1833 and appointed John Bateman in his place. This change was ratified by Stirling 
on 18 March 1833 . 15 

9 Henderson, G., Unfinished Voyages. Perth: UWA Press, 1980. p 93. 
10 BL CSF 21146 for Purkis and BL CSF 21198 for Samson. 
11 BL CSO Outward Letters, Volume 2. 
12 BL CSO 761123. BL CSF 41124. 

13 BL SWP 9/49 for Blakey and BL CSO 201136 for Samson. 
14 BL CSF 5/91 for appointment. BL CSF 51144 for agent. 

) 

) 

J 

15 BL CSO 261103 for appointment. BL CSO 26/217 for dismissal. Perth Gazette 16 February 1833 for Bateman ap- ~ 
pointment. BL CSF 6/33 for ratification. 
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Macfaull, like Samson , considered himself to be in charge of the " General Post Office" . 16 The earliest surviving 
hand stamp , which is actually an office seal, is thought to date from this period as it is inscribed " General Post Office 
1 Western Australia" . The seal was donated to the Western Australian Museum by the Bateman family. Its maker is 
not known but is thought to have been George Stedman Watts who made handstamps and seals in 1841 and was in 
the Colony from July 1830. 17 

Photograph: Western Australian Museum Illustrated by courtesy of the Western Australian Museum 

The first known strike of a postal handstamp for Western Australia dates from this early Macfaull period and is the 
Crowned Octagon, GPO Perth ,Type PA PO la. It is on a letter dated 23 April 1833. " 

The maker of this handstamp is not known but again, is thought to have been Watts. 

) Postal requirements at the Sound remained minimal following the transfer of administrative control from Sydney to 
Perth. Postal duties were performed by the Clerk in the Commissariat, J.L.Morley, during 1832 at least. " Morley 
was away in India in 1833 and he left Western Australia'again in September 1834. This led to the appointment of Sarah 
Lyttleton as Postmistress at Albany on 14 October 1834. 20 Although no markings from Albany have been seen from 
this early period it is probable that they were manuscript. 

On 31 December 1834, the Legislative Council passed Local Ordinance 5 William IV, No 5, titled All Act to Regulate 
the Postage of Lellers ill the Colony of Western Australia. The Act was published in full in the GOyemmelll Gazelle 
of 31 January 1835 from which date it came into force . Three Schedules were attached and the 5th Clause of the 3rd 
Schedule read " Every Letter put into the Post Office or Letter Box will be marked with an appropriate Post Office 
Mark , with the amount of Postage with which the same letter is chargeable, such Postage, if unpaid , to be marked 
with Black Ink or, ifpaid , with Red ... " . The 1st Schedule nominated Post Offices at PERTH, FREMANTLE, ALBA­
NY and AUGUSTA, and the persons in charge, but at the first three only. This was because John Herring was not 
appointed at AUGUSTA until October 1835. 21 

16 Black Swan 3, 3. September 1979, p 33. and the Bateman appointment in Perth Gazelle 16 February 1833 for example. 
17 Statham, P., Dictionary of Western Australians. Volume I. p 354. 
18 Black Swan, 3, 7. September 1980, .p 75. . 
19 Australian Archives (AA) PP 27811. Letter from Ivan Bird to Archie Stewatt, 28 March 1950. 
20 BL CSF 7170 
21 BL CSO 44/1 
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No mark has been seen from AUGUSTA, and PERTH was using its Crowned Octagon Type PA PO la. illustrated 
above. The "appropriate Post Office Mark" for FREMANTLE. is known from 19 August 1835. and it is considered 
likely that thi s is the equivalent mark for ALBANY although it is not known before 1850 . 

The maker of these handstamps is not known but again is thought to be Watts. 

./c..fo;t-~ 
,/(I~"'- .'.!/,..,\ 
/~/,-, ,. '.~.:, 

/.,_1 ~~..., t '., 
, ,\, I) I"'~ It::! .-, ,,~, , ~':Z; 

\'f,.T <- ·_s -\. .:.;;, 
\C\:::...,lJ 1>-~~O 

'\, G~·· .-... c:, 
·.~.ORC.~ 

On 12 June 1835, William Devenish applied for the position of Postmaster at GUILDFORD and was appointed on 
22 June. 22 The relevant postage rates were notified in the Perth Gazette of 27 June 1835. This office was moribund 
by February 1836. 23 No markings for GUILDFORD are known from the Devenish period. 

A new set of "Regulations" superseding the above set was published in the Governmelll Gazelle of 29 July 1837 to 
operate as from I August 1837. Clause 6 reads "Each Postmaster is to carefully stamp every Letter delivered in at 
his Office with the appropriate Post Office Stamp, on the day on which it is put in , and to write legibly thereon the 
Postage with which it is charged ... He will further mark the words 'Post Paid' on all Letters of the former description. 
and the word 'Free' on all Letters which are not liable to Postage ... ". This time Postmasters and Offices were specified 
only for PERTH, FREMANTLE and ALBANY. The handstamps for these offices, strikes of which are illustrated 
above, remained in use. 

In November 1841, George Stedman Watts was paid £22 10 Od for "Stamps for Public Serviee". " This included 
stamps and seals for the office of Registrar of Births , Deaths ete., and did not necessarily include any for the Post 
Office, however it is thought that three handstamps for PERTH date from this time. 

GENERAL 

POST OFf1CE 
PERTH 

PAID 

PERTH 

UNPAID 
2///4'/ 

PERTH 

The Oval Ship Letter Type PA SL I was probably part of this transaction notwithstanding a strike dated as early as 
21 September 1841. 

<&'LJI~ • .f'." <::fr 
";{V . ..", 

WB8TJIIlf AU8TRALIA 

PAID 

Watts was paid a further £4 later making a total of '£.'26 10 0 in the year ending 30 September 1842. " 

Between July 1838 and the end of 1840, the postal system was expanded to include offices at CANNING, BUNBURY. 
GUILDFORD, YORK and the "NCO" at PINJARRA. It seems that handstamps for these offices were not included 
in the above deliveries by Watts as only manuscript markings are known from them during this period. This omission, 
whether deliberate or not, was rectified by a general issue in 1843. 

22 BL CSO 40179. BL CSF 7/213. 
23 Perth Gazette 27 February 1836. 
24 Government Gazette, 3 December 1841 and 14 January 1842. 

25 Blue Book, 1842, p 27. 
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Types of Postal Markings 

The Pre-adhesive Period, 1829-1854 

Prefixed PA 

OFFICE HANDSTAMPS INSCRIBED POST OFFICE 

.. - - . 

POST-OFFICE 

GUILDFORD ~ 

Type PA PO la 
Perth only 
From 1833 

Type PA PO 1b 
Perth only 
From 1841 

Type PA PO 1c 
General issue 
From 1843 

Type PA PO 2a 
Fremantle only 
From 1835 

Type PA PO 2b 
Albanyonly 

From 1850 

PAID and UNPAID HANDSTAMPS 

PAID 

PERTH 

Type PA Pd 1 
Perth only 
From? 

~
"'PAID\ 
If~ 

YORK I 
..J 

UNPAID 

2/1/4? 
PERTH 

UNPAID 

1.£4/48 
ALBANY 

Type PA Pd 2 
General issue 
From 1843 

Type PA UPd 1 
Perth only 
From 1844 

Type PA UPd 2 
General issue 
From 1843 

SHIP LETTER HANDST AMPS 

PAID 

SHIP LETTER 

4m......(~J144!r 
WESTBRN AUSTRAllA 

PAID 

UNCONFIRMED HANDSTAMPS 

Type PA SL 1 
Perth only 
From 1841 

Type PA SL 2 
Bunbury only 
From 1843 

Robson Lowe Encyclopaedia records handstamps not 
seen by us. Some 30 years ago, the Editor, Lieutenant­
Colonel B.M.G.Butterworth, D.S.O., M.C., confirmed to 
George Owen that these handstamps had been seen by 
him. We list them on that basis. 

HS 2 1845 PAID FREMANTLE in rectangle 
HS 12 1846-54 Framed oval with crown in centre, inscrib­
ed P.O.FREMANTLE, W.AUSTRALIA 
HS 13 1850-54 As Pd 1 but P.O.wESTERN AUSTRALIA 
HS 32 1843-54 As PA PO 1b but PAID 
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The Adhesive Period from 1854 

No prefix 

PAID HANDSTAMP 

~ ..f>"rJ \',,If 
WESTERN AUSTIULIA 

Type Pd 1 
Perth? 
From 1854 
This is PA SL 1 
altered 

OFFICE HANDSTAMPS INSCRIBED POST OFFICE 

~OSi OFF/C~ 
J U 30 
1862 

~ NEWCASiLE ~ 
J'r 'r-v 

£R.N AUS~~ 

Type PO 1 (MJ 01) 
General issue 
From 1854 

Type PO 2 (MJ 03) 
Newcastle only 
From 1862 

Type PO 3 (MJ 04) 
Quindalup only 
From 1867 

Type PO 4 (MJ lA) 
Geejelup 
From 1865 
Blackwood 
From 1868 

Type PO 5 (MJ IB) 
New Norcia only 
From 1891 

From the 1890s, office stamps were issued as Rubber 
Stamps, see below, Types CRS, ORS and RRS. 

2 

OBLITERATORS 

Numbered Grid Type Ob NG 
Nos 1 and 10-16 
From 1854 

(( 15 )) 

Void Grid Type Ob VG 
16 supplied originally 
From 1854 

([ )) 

Fifteen Bar Series Type Ob 15-
Nos 1-24 
From 1859 

Ob 15-6 

Nine Bar Series Type Ob 9-
Nos 1-12 
From 1870 

....... ---... ....... 
-(9 -- 1-.... , ~ ,--...... ' /~ 

Ob 9-9 

Twelve Bar Series Type Ob 12-
Nos 1-36 
From 1872 

-
~~6'% -, --, '/-
~ ~ 

Ob 12-6 

Diamond 80 Type Ob 80/80 
From 1873 

Ob 15-9 

-..-- ... -

-
Ob 12-9 

- -
~--~-- -- -
~ -- -- -- ------ -

) 

) 

.J 
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Barred Letter Type Ob BL 
12 offices 
From 1886 

S~R~ - --. --
Dumb Obliterators Type Ob DO 
Various bars and shapes 
From 1885 

-

DATE STAMPS 

Square Date Stamp Type SDS 

~PE RTH~ 
13NOl3 

'" 1858 " 

Type SDS 1 
Perth only 

-
-
r<PE RTH" 
JA 30 

~ 1868 " 

From 1854 (double date) From 1860 (single date) 

12184 

Oval Date Stamps Type ODS 

Type ODS 1 (MJ 02) 
Greenough 
From 1865 
Newcastle 
From 1861 

Type ODS 2 (MJ 05) 
6 offices 
From 1870 

Circular Date Stamps Type CDS 

The Colonial Period 

T,ype CDS 1 (MJ I JD a) 
deneral issue 
From 1859 

'<,.\,MSCO~ 
~FE/3..A 

85 
WA. 

,?-sco Y1-

rA~~.3 ) 
~ 

Type CDS 2a (MJ IV. JD b) 
17 offices 
From 1887 

Type CDS 2b (MJ IV. JD b) 
14 offices 
From 1889 

Type CDS 2c (MJ IVA. JD b) 
9 offices 
From 1891 

Type CDS 3a(MJ III. JD c) 
13 offices 
From 1883 

Type CDS 3b (MJ Ill. JD c) 
General issue 
From 1892 

Type CDS 4 (MJ Il. JD c) 
Gascoyne only 
From 1882 

Type CDS 5 (MJ IlIA. JD d) 
6 offices 
From 1898 

Type CDS 6 (MJ V. JD c) 
Wyndham only 
From 1900 
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The Commonwealth Period 

4 

~€.R"..y 

6- f5P.-4 JE 04 
~ ~ 

"t.fl( AUS-'l-¥' 

or,,'3AIV}-

( IOSE7S ) 

I-r-­
<ST 

Type CDS A (JD 0 
From 1904 

Type CDS B (JD g) 
From 1910 

Type CDS CL (JD h) 
From 1909 

Type CDS C (JD h) 
From 1924 

Type CDS D (JD i) 
From 1908 

Type CDS E (JD j) 
From 1936 

Type CDS Ea (JD j) 
From 1956 

Type CDS F (JD k) 
From 1962 

Types CDS G and H exist in both steel and rubber and 
Type K is found in rubber only_ All rubber cds show a 
3 letter month and usually a 4 figure year. Recently 
some have been seen with a 2 figure year preceded by 
an apostrophe_ Rubber cds may be found with single, 
double or triple outer rings and those with multiple 
rings often show them as a single thick ring due to 
wear. 

n~A-7JE8!' 

Type CDS G (JD I) 
From 1968 

In 1984 a few offices were issued with a new Type CDS G which has 
3mm figures in the date and the minutes showing vertically_ (See 

Tobin. 1983, 112). 

Type CDS H (JD n) 
From 1968 

To avoid confusion with a figure one, there is no Type CDS I. 

Type CDS J (JD 0) 
Only seen as Type PdJ _ See PAID below_ 

Type CDS K (JD m) 
From 1970 

() 

) 

12/84 
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12184 

DUPLEXES 

Lettered Type DxL 

11 
C/J 

~ 

1I 

-
-K-- -

Post Office Type DxPO 
VarIOus bars and styl 

Type DxL 1 
Albany 
From 1885 
Fremantle 
From 1882 

Type DxL 2 
Perth and 15 
offices. 
From 1886 

Type DxL 3 
Kalgoorlie only 
From 1895 

Se~ Black Swan Dec~~ber listmg of this ty 1981 for an iIIustrat d pe. e 

Void Type DxV 

Perth Types DxA to H 

Type DxPO 
L.C.Room Perth 
and 34 offices 
From 1895 

Type DxV 
Southern Cross 
From 1893 
Boulder 
From 1903 

Type DxA 
From 1864 

/~~R7'L -/ 'Y\ 

~JA 2 \ -8 rT1 2 .c:C. - -
<Jl -- -/\ 1887 #::G.PO.= 
~A' ",<{' - :: 

'Y'A\jC, --Q'<...R~ 
I xi-

MR 16 WEST 
71 AUSTRALIA -

=GP.O-= 
-'" ---

n~R /' 
~ 14 A' 

\

MR 21.Y=P-
99 )- = 

1tV.P-- -

';1\All ~ 
S \ a 
:z: 0 - -
C/) FE 5 ~ "'GPO-
'..() 01 ' - -;:-I?TH~'f - --

-

-
c·RO -
. I 0 

-! NO 4 ';. -@-
-() 03 ~= .0.= 
~f:?'" ~. - -j--\. -

Type DxB 
From 1878 

Type DxC 
From 1870 
Also from 
Fremantle, 1872 

Type DxL 2 (F) D 
From 1891 

Type DxE 
From 1896 

Type DxF 
From 1898 

Type DxG 
From 1897 

Type DxH 
From 1903 

Type DxPO (F) 1 
From 1903 

5 

This
 w

ork
 is

 co
py

rig
ht.

 A
pa

rt f
rom

 an
y f

air
 de

ali
ng

 as
 pe

rm
itte

d u
nd

er 
the

 C
op

yri
gh

t A
ct,

 no
 pa

rt m
ay

 be
 

rep
rod

uc
ed

 by
 an

y p
roc

es
s w

ith
ou

t w
ritt

en
 pe

rm
iss

ion
 fro

m th
e W

es
ter

n A
us

tra
lia

n S
tud

y G
rou

p.



RUBBER STAMPS 

Circular Rubber Stamps Type CRS 

.... -::::::::; 
~;:;. o'J' ~.~ <..1 ' r/.". , 

11.0' '~F\\ 
I1 " ," Type CRS 1 
I I' '" 1,11,1 I, ... ,',. " H \n:·\'~I"I·'.I'I ->}/ annans 
\' • 1/ From 1894 

~.'l· t-..... ~ . ~:=: ;. ~ Sketch only 

Type CRS 2 

A number of Allowance Offices which opened in 1905 and early 1906 

were issued with a small circular rubber office stamp and apparently 

instructed to use them pending the issue of a Type CDS A. The 

earliest usage seen by us is January 1906 .. 

Type CRS 2 
9 Offices 
From 1906 

Oval Rubber Stamps Type ORS 
Various inscriptions and styles. Known from the 18905. 

Type ORS 1 

s - FEB. 190Z Type ORS 2. 

Type ORS 3 

Type ORS 4 

6 

Rectangular Rubber Stamps Type RRS 
Various inscriptions and styles. Known from the 18905 

~GiSTBkE; 
15 DEC. 1898 

~ORTHAM. W.A .. 

MONEY ORDER OFFICE 

- OCT. 9 9 

BULONG. 

SAVINGS BANK 

Type SB 

Type RRS 1 

Type RRS 2 

Type SBi 
From 1902 

Type SBii 
From 1897 

Type SBiii. 
From 1903 

Type SBiv. 
From 1901 

Type SBv. 
From 1907 

) 

) 

) 
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12184 

PAID 

Types Pd 
When correctly used, the PAID handstamp can be found struck in red 

or black. From the 1960s, red is invariably used. All usage of PAID 

handstamps on postage stamps is believed to be accidental. 

Type Pd3 

Type PdW 

Type PdX TypePdJ 

Abbreviations 

AO Allowance Office 
cds Circular Date Stamp 
cl Closed 
dlc Double circle 
EGF Eastern Goldfields 
ETO Electric Telegraph Office 
(F) Fonnerly 
FB Free Bag 
GPO General Post Office 
GSR Great Southern Railway 
In Index figure or letter in cds 
IS Inland Section 
K Office open for Telegraph andlor 

Telephone business only 
LCR Letter Carriers Room 
MOO Money Order Office 
MR Midland Railway 
MRR Mail Receiving Room 
ms manuscript 
PC Postcode 
PO Post Office 
PP Parcel Post 

PRIORITY PAID 
Types PP 
Various inscriptions in both 12 and 24 hour fonns. 

13 NOV 1980 
Pfll'H 

ST. GEORGE'S TCE 
~vA 6000 

OFFICE SEALS 

Types OS 

Various inscriptions and shapes. All are engraved in 
'negative' . Used as postal handstamps from ca 1905 at a 
few offices. 

PR Poste Restante 
P&TO Post and Telegraph Office 
PWM Postal Workshops Melbourne 
(R) Renamed 
R Rubber as in handstamps 
RMB Receiver of Mail Bags 
RO Receiving Office 
RPF Rabbit Proof Fence 
RS Registration Section 
SB Savings Bank 
SO Special Delivery 
SMR Ship Mail Room 
SO Semi-official Office. 
SO Stamp Office, if in a cds 
SP Stopping Place 
T Time cds 
TAR Trans Australia Railway 
tic Triple circle 
TO Telegraph Office 
TPO Travelling Post Office 

.wd withdrawn 
WRS Wayside Receiving Station 
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Location Guide 

Each office in the listing has a grid reference such as ALBANY YH2. This refers to the map below which is based on 
'Western Australia' 1:2 500 000 included in the Map and Gazetteer of Western Australia published by the Department of 
Mines, Western Australia. The first letter gives the horizontal and the second the vertical reference. For example, 
ALBANY is YH2, meaning the horizontal Y band and the H vertical band and the upper right quadrant 2. Readers should 
consult detailed maps for precise information. The location of many small towns, particularly in the goldfields, is often dif­
ficult to pinpoint on modem maps and indeed many of them are no longer shown. Readers seeking more detailed informa­
tion on locations are invited to send their request with a stamped addressed envelope (or equivalent overseas stamps) to 
The Secretary, W.A. Study Group, PO Box 73, Claremont, Western Australia, 6010 and we will do what we can for you! 

8 

L M N 0 P a R S 

WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA o 

O~==========~5.00KM E Wynd~ am E 

F :F Firsl leHer shows horizonlol reference 
Serond letter shows verticol r.ferwlZ \jIo C 'by I 

Number indicales i~Bro me G 
G 
r-~~~-+--+--+--4-~L-~ 

segment of block KH I Halls Creek· :H 

1-__ ~O~E~~F~~G~~H~~I-r~J~~~t--t--r-i--+--+--+~1 
~---y /' 

~ I
J 

U-~J~~-t---+~~~f~~~~~~c~-o~S4~k-1--~~~---t---t--j---t---r---r-~r-~' 
/ .~ rble ar I K 

K I" .... On' low I 
~L+--*V~=F~~~~T-T--T-t---~~~--iIL 

T 

u 

)( 

Y ,k 
o 

.K Igoorlie 

• 
Cool ardle 

• Soul ern Cross 

/1' 
Alba 

'T 

::;u 
v 

x 
y 

OEFGH' JKLMNO paRS 

) 

) 

) 

) 
12184 

This
 w

ork
 is

 co
py

rig
ht.

 A
pa

rt f
rom

 an
y f

air
 de

ali
ng

 as
 pe

rm
itte

d u
nd

er 
the

 C
op

yri
gh

t A
ct,

 no
 pa

rt m
ay

 be
 

rep
rod

uc
ed

 by
 an

y p
roc

es
s w

ith
ou

t w
ritt

en
 pe

rm
iss

ion
 fro

m th
e W

es
ter

n A
us

tra
lia

n S
tud

y G
rou

p.




